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Reds promote new general 
manager as succession plan

By Mark Long
ASSOCIATED PRESS

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The 
Jacksonville Jaguars have some-
thing to play for in November.

It’s a position the 
Jaguars (2-5) haven’t 
been in since 2010 and 
one coach Gus Bradley 

openly mentioned during a team 
meeting Wednesday.

“Oh man, it seems like they’re 
just handing us the AFC South, 
you know what I mean?” veter-
an defensive tackle Sen’Derrick 
Marks said. 

“For us, we’ve got to take ad-
vantage of it. ... It’s really there 
for anybody to take. We’ve got to 
make sure we can go and take it.”

Coming off a bye week, 
Jacksonville is a game behind  
division leaders Indianapolis 
and Houston. The Jaguars play 
at the reeling New York Jets  
(4-3) on Sunday, and then play five  
consecutive games against 
teams with a losing record.

“It’s an unbelievable opportu-
nity,” quarterback Blake Bortles 
said. “I don’t think we look at it 
any differently than if we were 
0-7 or 7-0. We treat this game 
the same way. I think that’s 
the culture and the mindset 
that everybody has. So I think  
obviously we’re fortunate enough 
to be at 2-5 and in the talk, 
right? The guys do a good job 
of making sure that this is our  
championship game just like it is 
every other week.”

Considering the Jaguars 
won a combined four games in 
the months of September and  
October between 2011 and 2014, 
being in the mix feels pretty good. 

And they know they collapsed 
down the stretch in losses to 
Indianapolis, Tampa Bay and 
Houston. They nearly did the 
same 10 days ago in London, but 
managed to escape with a 34-31 
victory against Buffalo that made 
the bye week considerably more 
enjoyable. Jacksonville led 27-3 

early and trailed 31-27 late before 
pulling out their first win in three 
trips across the pond.

It kept the Jaguars in the thick 
of the lowly AFC South.

Bradley decided to bring it up 
and then move on.

“I didn’t get into standing and all 
that,” he said. 

“I’m sure they all know 
that. I did talk about the  
opportunity that we have. I  
acknowledged that in front of the 
team. I think there’s talk about. 
Yeah, that great. It’s a great  
opportunity. So we acknowledged 
it and...then just went back to 
work. It’s pretty good, though. It’s 
pretty cool for the team.”

Making Jacksonville more  
optimistic about the second half of 
the season is the team’s health. 

The Jaguars used the extra 
down time to get tight end Julius  
Thomas (hand), receiver Allen 
Hurns (groin/thigh) and safety 
James Sample (shoulder) closer 
to full speed. Marks (knee), fellow 
defensive lineman Andre Branch 
(knee) and linebacker Paul  
Posluszny (ankle) also should  
benefit from the week of rest.

Rookie receiver Rashad Greene, 
who is on short-term injured  
reserve, practiced for the first 
for the first time since tearing 
a ligament in his right thumb  
Sept. 20 against Miami. Greene is 
on schedule to play Nov. 19 against 
Tennessee.

The most significant injuries 
the Jaguars have are to receiver  
Marqise Lee (hamstring), safety 
Josh Evans (groin) and left guard 
Zane Beadles (foot). 

So they’re relatively healthy and 
certainly happy to be in the hunt in 
the division.

“I think everybody knows it’s 
there, everybody realizes what’s 
going on in the big picture and 
it kind of shows the character 
and personality of this team that 
it doesn’t bother us. We’re fine, 
we’re able to stay on task and  
continue to trust our process and 
go through each week.”

Jaguars ready to 
clinch AFC South

By Joe Kay
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CINCINNATI — The unbeaten 
Bengals know how to torment and 
taunt Johnny Football.

Johnny Manziel 
had a horrid NFL 
debut last season in  
Cleveland. The Ben-

gals chased him around the field, 
knocked him around and did his 
signature “money-rubbing” ges-
ture to rub it in during a 30-0 win.

All this after Bengals coach 
Marvin Lewis called Manziel  
“a midget” on a radio show.

With Josh McCown sidelined by 
a rib injury, Manziel gets a chance 
to show he’s improved Thursday 
night against a Bengals team 
that’s even better than the last 
time they met. Cincinnati (7-0) is 
off to the best start in franchise 
history and in control of the AFC 
North.

The Browns (2-6) have lost 
five of six and will be missing 
two defensive backs — including  
cornerback Joe Haden — to con-
cussions. Manziel will have to play 
much better than the last time in 
order to prevent it from quickly  
becoming a blowout.

“When the rush became live, 
I think that’s where you saw that 
he made his biggest improvement 
with his demeanor in the pocket. 
That it wasn’t as frenetic, that his 
feet were calm.”

Manziel? The Bengals have 
handled better. They’ve already 
beaten Joe Flacco and the Ra-
vens in Baltimore, and last week 
knocked off Ben Roethlisberger 
and the Steelers in Pittsburgh 

to remain one of four unbeaten 
teams.

They’re enjoying their stay 
among the NFL’s elite and want to 
keep it going.

“This game is not a game we’re 
looking over and saying: ‘Oh, it’s 
just the Browns,’” defensive tack-
le Domata Peko said. “We’ve got 
to make sure we’re on top of our 
stuff.”

Some things to watch on Thurs-
day night at Paul Brown Stadium:

DALTON’S CHANCE: 
Andy Dalton had one of his worst 
games last season in the loss at 
Paul Brown Stadium, completing 
only 10 of 33 passes for 86 yards 
with three interceptions and a 

passer rating of 2.0. He’s been 
one of the NFL’s leading passers 
this season, and gets a chance to 
show how much he’s grown in the 
rematch.

“I think it was a one-time thing,” 
Dalton said. “You can’t let any-
thing like that creep into your head 
because we are in a much better 
place than we were last year.”

BENGALS’ START: 
The seven straight wins match 

the Bengals’ record for a season. 
They won the last seven during the 
1970 season, and their opener the 
next year for an eight-game streak 
that is the club record. Cincinnati 
is trying to become the 33rd team 
in NFL history and the 22nd in the 

Super Bowl era to open 8-0. The 
last to do it: the 2013 Chiefs.

“We’re a different team with a 
different mentality,” running back 
Giovani Bernard said. “That’s a 
huge part of why we’ve been suc-
cessful.”

BRIGHT LIGHTS: 
The loss to the Browns in that 

Thursday night game last year 
still stings. It left the Bengals 5-5 
all-time on Thursday nights and 
added to the perception they tend 
to play their worst games on the 
biggest stages — night games and 
playoffs.

“A lot of things happened to us 
last year that we feed off of,” cor-
nerback Dre Kirkpatrick said. 

“They kicked our butts. They  
pretty much embarrassed us. This 
is an opportunity for us to go out 
and show the world who we are. 
It’s time to show them we’re a new 
team.”

BROWNS CONCUSSIONS: 
Cleveland will be without four 

starters because of concus-
sions. Haden, who has shut down  
Bengals star wideout A.J. Green, 
sustained his second head  
injury in three weeks last  
Sunday against Arizona. 
Safety Donte Whitner was 
hurt on the play after Haden 
went down. Receiver Brian  
Hartline, who caught his first 
two TD passes this season, re-
ported symptoms following Cleve-
land’s loss to Arizona. Receiver  
Andrew Hawkins remains in the 
NFL’s concussion protocol for the  
second straight week.

NO GO, JOE: 
If things weren’t stormy enough 

for the Browns, the team engaged 
in trade talks this week involving 
eight-time Pro Bowl left tackle Joe 
Thomas, the foundation and face 
of Cleveland’s franchise. 

General manager Ray Farmer 
said the team didn’t solicit deals, 
but he listened to offers from  
other teams. Denver was  
reportedly interested in Thomas, 
who has started all 136 career 
games and never missed a snap 
— 8,443 and counting — with  
Cleveland.

“Stuff like that happens all the 
time in pro sports, and sometimes 
it gets reported on and sometimes 
it doesn’t,” Thomas said.

Don Wright/Associated Press

Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Andy Dalton greets fans after an NFL football game on Sunday, Nov. 1, in  
Pittsburgh.

Undefeated Bengals prepare to face Browns 

By Joe Kay
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CINCINNATI  — The Reds pro-
moted Dick Williams to general 
manager on Wednesday as part 

of a succession plan 
for 64-year-old Walt  
Jocketty, who will stay 
on as director of base-

ball operations for one more year 
before moving into an advisory 
role.

Williams is 44 and has been in 
the Reds’ front office for the last 
10 years, most recently as assis-
tant general manager. Williams is 
a Cincinnati native who worked in 
investment banking in New York 
and Atlanta and started a venture 
capital fund before getting in-
volved with the Reds.

After 21 years as a general man-
ager with St. Louis and Cincinnati, 
Jocketty wanted a less demanding 
role.

“I still want to be involved quite 
a bit, but don’t want to be involved 
in day-to-day operations,” Jock-
etty said during a conference call. 
“Too many headaches.

“I felt this was the last year 
I wanted to do it and have full  
responsibility.”

Jocketty is talking to the team 

about staying on as an adviser 
from 2017-18. He’ll retain his role 
in running the team this season.

“For this year, it shouldn’t 
change a lot,” he said. “I’ll be 
working closely with Dick and 
try to give him the education and  
development to become GM when 
he’ll be able to do this on his own 
after this year.”

Jocketty has been the Reds’ 
general manager for the past eight 
seasons. He and former manager 
Dusty Baker led the Reds to the 
playoffs three times before Baker 
was fired following a wild-card 
playoff loss in 2013. Baker was 
hired as Washington’s manager 
this week.

With Baker gone, the Reds col-
lapsed. They lost 86 games in 2014 
and finished last in the NL Central 
and second-worst in the major 
leagues with 98 losses last season, 
their poorest finish since 1982. The 
Reds have announced that man-
ager Bryan Price will return for 
the third year on his contract.

The Reds play in the majors’ 
toughest division — St. Louis, 
Pittsburgh and the Cubs made the 
playoffs this season — and traded 
their remaining veteran pitchers 
in July, forcing them to go with 
an all-rookie rotation the rest of 

the way. They’re handcuffed by  
several big contracts that pre-
vented them from holding onto 
their veteran pitchers and will 
limit what Williams can do going 
forward.

“I’ll have a lot of his influence 
in me, but I had a long career in 
the business world before that 
and I have my own opinions  
on things, so it’s a blend of Walt’s 
influence and bringing my own 
perspective,” said Williams, who 
got a three-year deal.

Jocketty was hired as a  
special adviser to owner Bob 
Castellini in January 2008. Three 
months later, he became general  
manager and president of  
baseball operations. The Reds 
won the NL Central in 2010 
and 2012 and made the play-
offs as a wild card team in 
2013, but failed to get past the  
opening round each time. It was  
Cincinnati’s best stretch of playoff  
appearances since the Big Red 
Machine in the 1970s.

Before joining the Reds,  
Jocketty was general manager 
of the St. Louis Cardinals for 
13 years, leading the Cardinals 
to six division titles, two NL  
championships and the World  
Series title in 2006 over Detroit.
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Jacksonville Jaguars cornerback Aaron Colvin celebrates with  
linebacker Jordie Tripp at Wembley Stadium in London, Sunday, Oct. 25.

By Dave Skretta
ASSOCIATED PRESS

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — All-Star 
outfielder Alex Gordon of the Kan-
sas City Royals declined his player 

option for next season 
Wednesday and will 
test free agency for the 
first time, though he 

could still return to the World Se-
ries champions.

The four-time Gold Glove win-
ner has spent his entire nine-year 
career with the Royals, who draft-
ed him second overall in 2005. But 
it has only been in the past few 
years that he has truly flourished, 
driving up his value while helping 
Kansas City to this year’s title.

Gordon’s option rose to $13.75 
million after he achieved a se-
ries of escalators. He will be 32 in  
February, which means this may 
be his last opportunity to sign a 
lucrative long-term deal, though 
both sides have expressed inter-
est in Gordon remaining in Kan-
sas City.

Gordon hit .271 with 13 home 
runs and 48 RBIs in 104 games 
during the regular season.

His decision was the most sig-
nificant to come down Wednesday 
as the Royals, just 24 hours after 
celebrating their championship 
with a downtown parade, began 
turning their attention to 2016.

Earlier in the day, the Royals 
declined mutual options on right 
fielder Alex Rios and starting 
pitcher Jeremy Guthrie. They still 

had not announced whether they 
had exercised club options on All-
Star reliever Wade Davis, All-Star 
shortstop Alcides Escobar or out-
fielder Jonny Gomes.

General manager Dayton Moore 
and manager Ned Yost were due 
to speak to reporters Thursday.

“Our farm system is very, very 
strong,” Hall of Famer George 
Brett, now a special assistant 
in the front office, said earlier 
Wednesday. “Who knows? If  
Gordon decides to leave or Rios is 
no longer on the team, we’ve got a 
couple of guys in Triple-A that hit 
over .300 with 20-something home 
runs and 100-something RBIs. 
OK, so maybe we give these guys 
a shot. They’re built for the long 
haul.”

The 34-year-old Rios had a $12.5 
million option with a $1.5 mil-
lion buyout, while the 36-year-old 
Guthrie had a $10 million option 
with a $3.2 million buyout.

Both moves had been expect-
ed. Rios struggled much of the  
season, slowed by a broken hand 

and the chickenpox, and hit .255 
with four homers and 32 RBIs 
before contributing a few key hits 
during the World Series. Guthrie 
was left off the postseason roster 
after going 8-8 with a 5.95 ERA 
and losing his spot in the rotation 
late in the regular season.

Davis and Escobar are  
near-locks to return to Kansas 
City.The hard-throwing Davis, 
who has an $8 million option, took 
over as the closer when Greg 
Holland required Tommy John 
surgery. He wound up saving four 
games in the postseason, and  
recorded the final out in the 12th 
inning of Game 5 against the New 
York Mets in the World Series.

Holland’s injury means that 
Davis is expected to close games 
next season.

Escobar has a $5.25 million 
option, a relative bargain con-
sidering the first-time All-Star 
was MVP of the AL Champion-
ship Series. Escobar hit just .257 
with three homers and 47 RBIs, 
but was a sparkplug at the top 
of the lineup and is a Gold Glove  
finalist. The winners of those  
defensive awards will be  
announced next week.

Gomes was picked up late 
in the season from Atlanta but 
did not play in the postsea-
son. His club option is only $3  
million, but he turns 35 later this 
month and does not offer the 
same kind of versatility that the 
Royals value in their everyday  
players.

All-star declines resigning  
with champion Royals 
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“If Gordon decides to 
leave or Rios is no  
longer on the team, 
we’ve got a couple of 
guys in Triple-A that hit 
over .300 with 20-some-
thing home runs and 
100-something RBIs.”

George Brett
Special Assistant


