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COLUMBIA, Mo. — The  
president of the University of  
Missouri system resigned Monday 

with the football team 
and others on campus 
in open revolt over 
what they saw as his 

indifference to racial tensions at 
the school.

President Tim Wolfe, a former 
business executive with no previ-
ous experience in academic lead-
ership, took “full responsibility 
for the frustration” students ex-
pressed and said their complaints 
were “clear” and “real.”

For months, black student 
groups had complained that Wolfe 
was unresponsive to racial slurs 
and other slights on the over-
whelmingly white flagship campus 
of the state’s four-college system. 
The complaints came to a head 
two days ago, when at least 30 
black football players announced 
that they would not play until the 
president was gone. A gradu-
ate student went on a weeklong  
hunger strike.

Wolfe’s announcement came 
at the start of what had been ex-
pected to be a lengthy closed-door 
meeting of the school’s governing 
board.

“This is not the way change 
comes about,” he said, alluding 
to recent protests, in a halting 
statement that was simultane-
ously apologetic, clumsy and defi-
ant. “We stopped listening to each 
other.”

He urged students, faculty and 
staff to use the resignation “to heal 
and start talking again to make the 
changes necessary.”

The school’s undergraduate 
population is 79 percent white and 
8 percent black. The state is about 
83 percent white and nearly 12 
percent black.

The university’s Columbia cam-
pus is about 120 miles west of Fer-
guson, Missouri, where Michael 
Brown was killed last year in a 

fatal shooting that helped spawn 
the national “Black Lives Matter” 
movement rebuking police treat-
ment of minorities.

In response to the race com-
plaints, Wolfe had taken little ac-
tion and made few public state-
ments. As students leveled more 
grievances this fall, he was in-
creasingly seen as aloof, out of 
touch and insensitive to their con-
cerns. He soon became the pro-
testers’ main target.

In a statement issued Sunday, 
Wolfe acknowledged that “change 
is needed” and said the university 
was working to draw up a plan by 
April to promote diversity and tol-
erance. But by the end of that day, 
a campus sit-in had grown in size, 
graduate student groups planned 
walkouts and politicians began to 
weigh in.

After the resignation announce-
ment, students and teachers in 
Columbia hugged and chanted.

Sophomore Katelyn Brown said 
she wasn’t necessarily aware of 
chronic racism at the school, but 

she applauded the efforts of black 
student groups.

“I personally don’t see it a lot, 
but I’m a middle-class white girl,” 
she said. “I stand with the people 
experiencing this.” She credited 
social media with propelling the 
protests, saying it offered “a plat-
form to unite.”

Head football coach Gary Pinkel 
on Sunday expressed solidarity 
with players on Twitter, posting a 
picture of the team and coaches 
locking arms. The tweet said: 
“The Mizzou Family stands as one. 
We are united. We are behind our 
players.”

Pinkel and athletic director 
Mack Rhoades linked the return 
of the football players to the end of 
a hunger strike by a black gradu-
ate student named Jonathan But-
ler, who stopped eating Nov. 2 and 
vowed not to eat until Wolfe was 
gone.

After Wolfe’s announcement, 
Butler said in a tweet that his 
strike was over. He appeared weak 
and unsteady as two people helped 

him into a sea of celebrants on 
campus. Many broke into dance at 
seeing him.

Football practice was to resume 
Tuesday ahead of Saturday’s 
game against Brigham Young Uni-
versity at Arrowhead Stadium, the 
home of the NFL’s Kansas City 
Chiefs. Canceling the game could 
have cost the school more than $1 
million.

The protests began after the 
student government president, 
who is black, said in September 
that people in a passing pickup 
truck shouted racial slurs at him. 
In early October, members of a 
black student organization said 
slurs were hurled at them by an 
apparently drunken white student.

Frustrations flared again during 
a homecoming parade, when black 
protesters blocked Wolfe’s car, and 
he did not get out and talk to them. 
They were removed by police.

Also, a swastika drawn in feces 
was found recently in a dormitory 
bathroom.

The university did take some 

steps to ease tensions. At the re-
quest of Chancellor R. Bowen 
Loftin, the top administrator for 
the Columbia campus, the school 
announced plans to offer diversity 
training to all new students start-
ing in January, as well as faculty 
and staff. On Friday, the chancel-
lor issued an open letter decry-
ing racism after the swastika was 
found.

Many of the protests have been 
led by an organization called Con-
cerned Student 1950, which gets 
its name from the year the uni-
versity accepted its first black stu-
dent. Group members besieged 
Wolfe’s car at the parade, and 
they conducted a weeklong sit-in 
on a campus plaza. The group de-
manded, among other things, that 
Wolfe resign and “acknowledge 
his white male privilege.” It also 
sought a 10-year plan to retain 
more marginalized students and 
the hiring of more minorities at 
the university’s counseling center.

Also joining in the protest effort 
were two graduate student groups 
that called for walkouts Monday 
and Tuesday and the student gov-
ernment at the Columbia campus, 
the Missouri Students Association.

On Sunday, the association said 
in a letter to the system’s govern-
ing body that there had been “an 
increase in tension and inequality 
with no systemic support” since 
Brown’s death.

Brown, an unarmed black 
18-year-old, was shot and killed 
by a white police officer during 
a struggle, and his death helped 
spawn the “Black Lives Matter” 
movement rebuking police treat-
ment of minorities.

The association said “not only 
enabled a culture of racism since 
the start of his tenure in 2012, but 
blatantly ignored and disrespect-
ed the concerns of students.”

Wolfe, 57, is a former software 
executive and Missouri business 
school graduate whose father 
taught at the university. He was 
hired as president in 2011, suc-
ceeding another former executive 
with no experience in academia.
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University of Missouri President Tim Wolfe announces his resignation from office during a UM System Board of 
Curators meeting in University Hall at the campus in Columbia, Mo. on Monday, Nov. 9.
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CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — Illinois 
fired athletic director Mike 
Thomas on Monday, saying he 

had done nothing 
wrong but a change 
was needed after 
the department was 

plunged into crisis when football 
and women’s basketball players 
said they had been mistreated by 
their coaches.

Thomas, who will be paid $2.5 
million to buy out the remainder 
of his contract, said he believes 
he acted appropriately but ac-
cepts the decision.

“I believe it is a good time 
to turn the page and put the  
focus of this organization back on 
the success and welfare of our stu-
dent-athletes,” Thomas said in a  
prepared statement.

Thomas is the latest high-
profile leader to be swept aside 
in the turmoil at the university’s 
flagship campus this year, follow-
ing the resignation of one of his 
top backers, chancellor Phyllis 
Wise, and the August firing of 
football coach Tim Beckman.

The school also released final 
reports, more than 1,200 pages 
in all, on independent investiga-
tions into the allegations. The 
football report found that Beck-
man pressured players to play 
hurt, sometimes profanely ques-
tioning their toughness in front of 
other players, and interfered in 
medical decisions. That echoed 
details that were disclosed when 
he was fired.

The latest women’s basketball 
investigation found no evidence 
to back up allegations from seven 
former players that, among oth-
er things, some were pressured 
to play hurt. Interim chancellor 
Barbara Wilson praised Thomas 
for leading the athletic depart-
ment through a difficult six 
months, but said the university’s 
sports programs needed a fresh 
start. She declined to offer de-
tails on exactly why she decided 
to fire Thomas.

“It’s time to put the distrac-
tions of the past months behind 
us,” Wilson said at a news con-
ference at Memorial Stadium. 
The move leaves hiring decisions 
still to be made on a head football 
coach, athletic director and their 
boss, the chancellor.

Wilson said no decision would 
be made on a football coach until 
the season ends. Interim coach 
Bill Cubit has made clear he’d 
like the job. And Wilson said it’s 
too early to say when and how 
Thomas will be replaced.

Senior associate athletic direc-
tor Paul Kowalczyk was named 
interim athletic director. He said 

he planned to quickly meet with 
coaches and with major donors 
and business partners to try to 
assure them that the sports pro-
grams and projects such as the 
renovation of the State Farm Cen-
ter basketball arena are on track.

“I’m going to take the helm at 
this point and try to calm the wa-
ters,” said Kowalczyk, who added 
that Thomas offered to help him 
get up to speed. “I feel for the guy.”

Allegations of mistreatment 
by former football player Simon  
Cvijanovic surfaced in May, and 
the report found that Beckman 
“employed tactics that violated 
standards related to sports medi-
cine protocols and scholarships.”

The report said more than one 
trainer had left after interference 
from Beckman in medical deci-
sions, and said team physicians 
had sometimes had to intervene. 
One physician told investigators 
he had worked for other coaches 
at Illinois and elsewhere and had 
not seen coaches pressure medi-
cal staff to the degree he said 
Beckman did.

The report also included inter-
views with Beckman, who said he 
questioned players’ toughness as 
a motivational tool. Beckman has 
indicated he might sue the univer-
sity over his firing and his attor-
ney, Bruce Braun of Chicago, on 
Monday called the report a “thinly 
veiled” attempt to justify his ter-
mination by Thomas.

“Coach Beckman never inten-
tionally placed a player in harm’s 
way, and while motivating his play-
ers to reach their full potential on 
and off the football field, he relied 
on the university’s trained medi-
cal professionals to determine 
when a player was unfit for prac-
tice or game participation,” Braun 
said in an emailed statement.

The report didn’t find wrongdo-
ing by other members of Beck-
man’s staff, including Cubit. The 

interim coach said Monday that he 
was unaware of any problems with 
Beckman’s treatment of players, 
but said interaction with medical 
staff was primarily the responsi-
bility of the head coach.

Women’s basketball coach Matt 
Bollant said he was relieved by 
the release of Tuesday’s report. 
An earlier investigation commis-
sioned by the university found no 
evidence of other allegations by 
the former players, such as the 
creation of a racially hostile en-
vironment by Bollant and former 
assistant Mike Divilbiss. Divilbiss 
quit not long after the allegations 
surfaced.

Terry Ekl, the lawyer for the 
players, called Thomas’ firing “a 
step in the right direction.” But 
Ekl said the latest report wouldn’t 
affect their lawsuit. The ouster of 
Beckman and Thomas are just 
part of what has been a tumultu-
ous year at the university.

Wise resigned in August, just 
before the university revealed she 
used a private email account to 
avoid scrutiny of her discussions 
of university business.

Thomas came to Illinois from 
Cincinnati in 2011, replacing 
longtime athletic director Ron 
Guenther. He received a contract 
extension and a raise a year and 
a half ago, and university trust-
ees praised him for the $60 mil-
lion generated when the univer-
sity sold the naming rights to 
the Assembly Hall arena to State 
Farm help pay for its $165 million  
renovation.

Thomas also moved to shore 
up the Illini’s high-profile strug-
gling teams, firing football coach 
Ron Zook, men’s basketball coach 
Bruce Weber and women’s bas-
ketball coach Jolette Law. Fans,  
however, were lukewarm about 
his hiring of Beckman, men’s  
basketball coach John Groce and 
Bollant.
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Former University of Illinois athletic director Mike Thomas speaks during 
a news conference in Champaign, Ill. on Aug. 28. 
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OWINGS MILLS, Md. — Given 
a week off to heal and reflect on 
what went wrong during the first 

half of the season, the 
Baltimore Ravens re-
turned to work Monday 
with hopes of mounting 

an unprecedented playoff run.
Since the current NFL postsea-

son format was devised in 1990, no 
team has started 1-6 and reached 
the playoffs. Baltimore (2-6), which 
entered its bye coming off a 29-27 
victory over San Diego, intends to 
be the first.

“We’re planning on it,” coach 
John Harbaugh declared. “I’m 
very optimistic about what’s in 
front of us, our future. I love our 
players, love the way they work, 
love the enthusiasm that they had 
today coming back.”

During a miserable first half, 
the Ravens lost six games by a 
total of 30 points and were deci-
mated by injuries, most notably to 
linebacker Terrell Suggs and re-
ceiver Steve Smith. Baltimore suf-
fered through a pair of three-game 
losing streaks and won its only 
two games on last-second kicks by 
Justin Tucker.

“The first half of the season 
is gone. You can’t do anything to 
bring that back or change any-
thing about it,” linebacker Daryl 
Smith said. “What we do have in 
front of us is the rest of our games. 
Our future is in front of us. We’re 
not really thinking about what 
we’ve done, but it’s all about what 
we’re getting ready for.”

It all begins with Sunday’s home 
game against Jacksonville.

“We’ve had our share of losing,” 
defensive tackle Timmy Jernigan 
said. “It’s time to have some fun 
and smile a little bit after those 
football games.”

The odds are clearly stacked 
against the Ravens, who probably 
have to win at least six of the last 
eight games to have a shot.

“That’s why it’s going to feel 
so much greater when we finally 
make it, coming back from this re-
cord and the first eight games of 
this season,” cornerback Jimmy 
Smith said. “Let’s make some his-
tory.”

Before this season, Baltimore 
reached the playoffs in six of sev-
en years under Harbaugh. That’s 
why this season is so surprising.

“I expect our guys to have high 
expectations. The standard here 
has been high,” the coach said. 
“We’ve set a high bar here for 
a long time and we’re proud of 
that. We have high expectations, 
so we’re not going to let those ex-
pectations go. We’re not pleased 
with where we’re at, just like the 
fans aren’t pleased, the coaches 
aren’t pleased, the players aren’t 

pleased. Nobody in the organiza-
tion is pleased with where we’re 
at, but we’re very determined to 
turn it around.”

The schedule is favorable. Bal-
timore plays five of its last eight 
games at home, and two of the 
road games are against strug-
gling Cleveland and Miami. So 
forgive the Ravens if they’re talk-
ing playoffs at 2-6.

“It’s definitely not impossible, 
not for a Ravens football team,” 
Jimmy Smith said. “We’re a cold-
weather team, and the weather’s 
getting cold. We’re at home for a 
big portion of this stretch, so it’s 
something that can happen.”

On the injury front, second-
year defensive end Brent Urban 
practiced Monday for the first 
time since tearing his biceps ear-
ly in training camp.

“I was excited to get out there 
with my teammates, finally,” Ur-
ban said. “It’s been a long time 
coming.”

Urban is on the injured re-
serve-designated to return list. 
The Ravens have 21 days to ac-
tivate him or put him on season-
ending IR. He has yet to play a 
game in the NFL after sitting out 
last season with a torn ACL.

The 21-day window for tight end 
Dennis Pitta expires Wednesday, 
when the Ravens must decide 
his status for this season. Pitta 
is seeking to return from a dislo-
cated hip and is on the physically 
unable to perform list.

“If it’s not safe, he’s not go-
ing to play,” Harbaugh said. “He 
wants to play; it’s just a matter of 
whether it’s going to be safe.”

Baltimore Ravens stay  
positive about playoffs
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Baltimore Ravens head coach 
John Harbaugh argues during 
a San Diego Chargers game in  
Baltimore on Sunday, Nov. 1.
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